DERBYSHIRE ATHLETICS
 (Affiliated to England Athletics, UK CAU)


County Qualification for Championships and Representation
It has been drawn to the County’s attention that there may be misunderstandings re the UK Rules for County qualifications and this paper is an attempt to point the error of some people’s ways and understanding.
UKA Rule G2 S6 (page 324) in the current Handbook dated from 1st April 2024 states what County qualification is -
(a) County Championships are open to all eligible athletes possessing a County qualification.

(ii) A County qualification may be acquired as follows

(a) By birth
(b) By nine months continuous bona fide residence in the County immediately prior to the competition

(c) By service in a unit of HM Forces stationed in the County for nine months prior to the date of the competition (the secretary is not aware of any such establishments within Derbyshire)

Membership of a club affiliated to the County Association does not, of itself, provide an athlete with a County qualification unless at least one of the (a) – (c) above is satisfied.

There is another potential means of qualification –

Rule G2 S4 (1) (page 320) states Birth qualification: For the purpose of determining place of birth for a competition qualification this may be either at the location of actual birth or at the domicile of the mother at the time of birth, if different. In the event that the different locations are in different Counties or Districts then the athletes may make an irrevocable selection for which County or District they wish to be eligible. Once an athlete has made a decision as to their County or District of birth this may not be changed.
Nowhere is an athlete’s post code address mentioned: the athlete must live within the county boundaries.
There are many examples of athletes who qualify for the county but do not have DE postcodes.
Similarly only athletes with a County qualification can represent Derbyshire in any representative competition. The exception is the Young Athletes Inter-County in September when Derbyshire teams are selected from the Derbyshire Mini League meetings and/or the winter Sportshall meetings as opposed to the county Championships.  

This ruling applies to all County Championships – all Road Races, Cross Country, Fell and Hill Races and Track & Field.

UK Athletics have various Codes of Conduct relating to 8 different groups within the sport. 

The link to the relevant website is -
https://www.uka.org.uk/governance/safegarding/codes-of-conduct/
.
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